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— Servatd femper lege et ratione loquendi. Juv. | 


ra ® don, which we are told was aéted at 
® Paris with univerfal applaufe for feveral 
B nights together, there is a character of 
"7 J iy a rough Englifhman, who is reprefented 
as quite unfkilled in the graces of converfation ; and his 
dialogue: is made up of almoft nothing but a repetition 
of the common falutation of how do you do, bow do you do? 
Our nation has, indeed, been generally fuppofed to be 
of a fullen and uncommunicative difpefition ; while, on | 
Vou. II, 6X the 
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the other hand, the loquacious French have been allowed 
to pofiels the ait GF'c éniverfing” beyond “aNScher People. 

The Engljbman requires to ‘be wound up frequently, 
and ftops as fon’ ‘as he is down; but the Frenchman fins 
on in a eotitinued alaselh et “maiuft. be ackriow- 
ledged, that as the Exgh/b confift of very different hu- 
mours, their manner of difcgurfe acmits of great variety : 
‘but the whole French nation converfe alike; and there 
isin differencerin: their addre hetween a Mar quis. and a 
Vat de Chirbre® We may frequently fee a Couple of 
French barbers accofting each other in the itreet, and 
paying their ‘compliments with the ‘fame *Yolubility of 
fpeech and grimace of aftion, as two courtiers in the 
Thuilleries. TAS 


I sHALL not attempt to lay down any particular 
gules for converfation, but point out fuch faults in the 


.difcourfe and behaviour, as render the company of half 


matikind rather tedious than amufing. It is in vain, 
indeed, to look for converfation, where we might expect 
to find it in the greateft perfection, among perfons of 
fafhion ; where it is almoft annihilated by univerfal card- 
playing: infomuch that I have heard it given as a reafon, 
why it is impoflible for our prefent writers to fucceed in 
the dialogue of genteel comedy, that our people of quality 
fcarce ever meet but to game, All their difcourfe turns 
wpon the odd trick and the four honours: and it is no 
lefs 2 maxim with the votaries of Whift than with thofe 
of Bacchus, that talking fpoils company. Every one 
endeavours to make himfelf as agreeable to fociety as he 
can: but it often happens, that thofe, who moft aim 
at fhining in converfation, over-fhoot their mark: and 
though a man fucceeds, he fhould not (as is frequently 
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the cafe) engrofs the whole talk, to. himfelf ;..for , that 
deftroys. the very,, effence of converfation, which is talk- 
ing together. We fhould try to keep. up converfation 
like a ball bandied to and fro from one to the ‘other, 
rather than feize jit all. ‘to ourfelves,.and drive it before 
us like a foot-bally. We fhould likewife be ‘cautious to 
adapt the matter..of our. difcourfe to our company ; and 
not talk Greek before the ladies, or of the laft new 
furbelow to @ meeting of country juftices. 
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Tue pefts and nuifances of fociety, which are com- 
monly to be met with, may be ranged in the following 
manner, And firft, the Attitudinarians and Face-makers. 
Thefe. accompany every word with a peculiar grimace 
or gefture: they affent with a fhrug, and contradic with 
a twifting of the neck; are angry with a wry mouth, 
and pleafed in a caper or a minuet ftep. They may be 
confidered as {peaking Harlequins; and their rules of 
eloquence are taken from the pofture-mafter. Thefe 
fhould be condemned to converfe only in dumb thew 
with their own perfons in the looking-glafs; as alfo the 
Smirkers and Smilers, who fo prettily fet off their faces 
together with their words by a je me fcai quoi between 
a grin and a dimple. With thefe we may likewife rank 
the affected tribe of Mimics, who are conftantly taking 
off the peculiar tone of voice or gefture of their ac- 
quaintance: though they “ imitate humanity fo abomi- 
“ nably,” that (like bad painters) they are frequently 
forced to write the name under the picture, before we 
can difcover any likenefs. 


Next to thefe, whofe elocution confifts chiefly in the 
action, we may confider the profeft fpeakers. And firft, 
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of the Emphatical; who -{queeze, and prefs, and beat 
down every fyllable with as much vehemence, as a paviour 
thumps the pebbles with his rammer. Thefe energetic 
orators are remarkable for the force of expreflion, with 
which they utter the particle the and conjunctive and; 
which they feem to hawk up with mutch difficulty ont of 
their own throats, and to cram them with no lefs pain in- 
to the ears of their auditors. Thefe fhould be fuffered 
only to fyringe (as it were) the ears of a deaf man through 
an hearing trumpet: and with thefe we may join the 
Whifperers or Low Speakers, who come up fo clofe to 
you, that they may be faid to meafure nofes with you, 
and have frequently a ftinking breath. I would have 
thefe oracular gentry obliged to talk at a diftance through 
a {peaking trumpet, or apply their lips to the walls of a 
whifpering gallery. The Wits, who will not condefcend 
to utter any thing but a don mot, and the Whiftlers or 
Tune-hummers, who never articulate at all, may be 
joined very agreeably together in concert: and to thefe 
tinkling cymbals I would alfo add the founding brafs; 
the Bawler, who inquires after your health with the 
bellowing of a town-cryer. 


Tue Tatlers, whofe pliable pipes are admirably adapt- 
ed to the “ foft parts of converfation,” and {weetly 
‘* prattling out of fafhion,” make very pretty mufick 
from a beautiful face and a female tongue: but from a 
rough manly voice and coarfe features it is as harfh and 
‘diffonant as a jig from a bagpipe. The Half-Swearers, 
who fplit, and mince, and fritter their oaths into gad’s 
bud, ad’s fifh and demmee, and the Humbuggers, and thofe 
who nickname God’s creatures, who call a man a cab- 
bage, a crab, a queer cub, an odd fifh, and an unac- 
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countable mufkin, fhould never come into company with- 
ouit' an’ interpétér.’ But I fhall not tire my’ reader's’ pa- 


tierce by pointing out others, no lefs deftructive of {o- 
“diety : fuch ‘4s ‘thé Senfibles, who pronétince dogmiatical- 


ly on'the mot’ trividl points, and {peak in fentences; the 
“Wondeters, who are always “wondering ‘what o'clock ‘it is, 
or wondering ‘whether it’ will tain or’ no, ‘or wondering 
when the moon changes ; and laftly, ‘the ‘Silent Men, 
‘who feenr afraid‘of opening their mouths for fear of catch- 
‘iniz' ‘cold, “atid literally obferve the precept of the goipel, 
"By letting “theif” converfation be only yea ‘yea, and nay 
-_ . Leip 


’ 
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“fue tational intercourfe, which is mutually kept up 
‘amon mien’ by converfing with each other, is one of our 
‘pHincipal diftinetions from. brutes : and it is imagined by 
fome philofophers, that birds arid beatts ‘(though with- 
out the power of articulation) perfectly underftand one 
another by the founds they utter; and that dogs, cats, 
&c. have each a particular language to themfelves; like 
different nations. Thus it may be fuppofed, that the 
nightingales of Italy have as fine an ear for their own na~ 
tive wood-notes, as any Signor or Signora for an Italian 
Air ; that the boars of Wefphalia gruntle as expreffively 
through the nofe, as the inhabitants in High-German ; and 
that the frogs in the dykes of Holland croak as intelligibly 
as the natives jabber their Aligh-Dutch. However this 
may be, we may confider thofe, who let their tongues 
always vibrate as their hearts beat, and do not keep up the 
‘proper converfition of hutnah creatutes, a¢ irhitating the 
language of different animale. ‘Thus, for inftarice, ‘the 
affinity between Chatterers and Monkeys, and Praters and 
Parrots, is too obvious not to occur at once: Grunters 
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and Growlers may be juftly compared to Hogs: Snarlers 
‘are Curs, that continually thew their teeth, but never 
bite ; and the Spitfire Paflionate are a fort of wild Cats, 
that will not bear ftroaking, but will purr when they are 
pleafed. Complainers are Scriech-Owls ; and Story-tel- 
lers, who are always repeating the fame dull note, are 
Cuckows. Poets, that prick up their ears at their own 
hideous braying, are no better than Affes: Critics in gene- 
ral are venomous ferpents, that delight in hiffing ; and 
fome of them, who have got by heart a few technical 
terms without knowing their meaning, are no other than 
Magpies. 1 myfelf, who have crowed to the whole 
town for near three years paft, may perhaps put my 
readers in mind of a Dunghill Cock: but as I muft 
acquaint them, that they will hear the laft of me on 
this day fortnight, I hope they will then. confider me 
as a Swan, who is fuppofed to fing fweetly at his dying 


moments. 
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